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The 1948 Bulldogs 

White Red Name Class Position   White Red Name Class Position 

12 12 Ralph Stango 12 Back   27 27 Donald Girard 11 End 

21 21 Leonard Zonetti 12 Back     Ralph Dastalfo 11 End 

26 26 Charles Pennypacker 12 Back     Thomas Foster 11 End 

30 30 Robert Pollard 12 Back   10 34 Joseph Pezzotti 11 Guard 

16 16 Eli McLaughlin 12 Center   29 29 Hayes Slider 11 Guard 

24 24 William Tyson 12 Center   33  Richard Kurtz 11 Guard 

19 19 William Patton 12 End   43 43 John Segui 11 Guard 

22 22 Leslie Hughes 12 End   44 44 Robert Carver 11 Guard 

40 40 Edward Lockwood 12 End   17 17 George Bartosh 11 Tackle 

32 32 Yerkes Wilson 12 Guard   42 42 Clarence Weldon 11 Tackle 

  Henry Hitchens 12 Guard     Anthony DiFronzo 11  

23 23 Clifford Evens 12 Tackle     James Fogg 11  

28 28 Francis Allen 12 Tackle   14 14 Richard Collins 10 Back 

13 13 Harry Mitchell 11 Back   45 45 William  Walton 10 Back 

15 15 William Hall 11 Back   46 46 Occi Vause 10 Back 

20 20 Thomas Miller 11 Back     Elias Redmond 10 Back 

27 27 Miner Vail 11 Back   31 31 David DeRafelo 10 Center 

36 36 Robert Clark 11 Back     Sydney Marshall 10 Center 

38 38 James Hopkins 11 Back   41 41 David Rodgers 10 End 

  Wister Winters 11 Back     John Kiah 10 End 

  Thomas DeShula 11 Back   11 11 Frederic Ballard 10 Tackle 

18 18 David Soulen 11 Center   39 39 John Leighty 10 Tackle 

  Ralph Clemson 11 Center     George Hamilton 10 Tackle 

23 23 Cesare Natale 11 End        
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Ernest Meyer was the head 

coach of the 1948 Bulldogs.  His 

assistants were Robert Keehn 

and Earl Metzler.  With a 7-6 

win over Thanksgiving Day 

rivals West Chester, the Team 

won the County Championship. 

 

T-E Coaches 

are Optimistic 

In Opener 

Vs Lansdale 
T-E High School will open 

its football season against 

Lansdale tomorrow evening on 

the Berwyn field.  Last year the 

game was won by Lansdale by 

one touchdown. 

Coach Ernest Meyer of 

Berwyn, seldom optimistic 

about his own team, made the 

following statement.  “My boys 

have worked hard for the past 

three weeks and are in first class 

condition.  I like the spirit of the 

team.  They have plenty of fight 

and enthusiasm and a 

determination to win.”  

Only three lettermen are 

back from last year’s team.  

Outstanding is Robert Pollard, all county fullback in 1947, a big 200-

pounder.  He is excellent at kicking, passing, and crashing a line.  Another 

boy who will carry the ball his year is Tom Miller, a speedy back who 

was district one high hurdle champion last spring.  Leslie Hughes, a 

senior, is expected to make his final year a memorable one. 

 
Bob Pollard 

 
Les Hughes 

 
Tom Miller 

 

Assistant Coach Bob Keehn says that the boys are in good physical 

condition.  “Really hungry for victory,” he adds.  “Spirit is great and the 

boys are pulling as a team not as individuals.  I am hopeful that the team 

will give the community some good football and that the community will 

back the team to the limit.” 

Assistant Coach Earl Metzler reports that competition is keen.  “It’s 

great to be back at T-E working with the fellows again,” he said.  Earl is 

a former T-E player and this is his first year on the coaching staff. 

 

Berwyn Eleven Builds Attack 
Around 3 Experienced Players 

By JACK RYAN 

The Bulletin, September 1948 

The Berwyn High School football team that opens the season 

tomorrow night on its home field against Lansdale High will have only 

three experienced players in the lineup, but Coach Ernie Meyer is 

confident that his squad will be all right after it plays a few games. 

Meyer, a former Geneva College athlete, has a hard job confronting 

him and is counting on Les Hughes, Bob Pollard and Tom Miller to carry 

the major portion of the load until the other youngsters get the swing of 

things. 

Coach Prasises Spirit 

“There is no doubt that lack of experience is going to handicap us in 

the early games,” Meyer said.  “But if we get past the first few weeks 

without any injuries, I think the team will come along in good shape.  I 

have never seen better spirit and enthusiasm.  And another thing, the boys 

are in top physical condition.” 

Meyer and his assistant, Bob Keehn, have made one drastic change, 

which gives the backfield added speed.  Tom Miller, the District I high-

hurdle champion, who played end last year. 
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Landsdale Defeats T-E 
Bulldogs Lose Early Lead 

Daily Local News 

September 18, 1948 

Playing under portable lights at Berwyn, Tredyffrin-Easttown lost 19-

12 as Lansdale High scored two touchdowns in the second half.  

Touchdowns by Bob Pollard and Tom Miller, put T-E ahead 12-6 at the 

half.  A 42-yard run by Miller was a highlight of the game. 

 

T-E Wins, 19-0,  

at Haverford 
The Wayne Times 
October 1, 1948 

The T-E High School team wasted no time last Friday night in getting 

started against Haverford High School.  The first quarter was only five 

minutes under way when Tom Miller set sail off his right tackle and went 

87 yards for a touchdown.  In all due respect to Tom’s running ability, it 

was great blocking by every member of the team that enabled Miller to 

get loose. 

Things looked bad prior to Miller’s run.  T-E fumbled on their own 

25.  In a few plays, Haverford went to the 12, and it appeared that the big 

red team was on its way.  The Berwyn line showed its true fighting spirit 

and held four downs, and then a few plays later shook Miller loose for 

his long run for the only score in the first quarter. 

In the second period, Haverford carried to T-E’s 13-yard line but 

again the Bulldog line held four downs.  The half ended 6-0. 

 

 
Len Zonetti 

 
Harry Mitchell 

 
Eli McLaughlin 

 

The Haverford team came out the second half determined to duplicate 

Lansdale’s feat of the previous week.  An alert T-E team was ready for 

whatever power Haverford had 

to show.  Leonard Zonetti broke 

through time and time again to 

throw the opposing backs for 

losses.  Bob Pollard seemed to 

be in every play.  Yerkes Wilson 

was a handy boy to have around, 

falling on a Haverford fumble to 

slow-up the opposing drive.  Joe 

Pezzotti performed well in the 

line. 

In the last quarter, the T-E 

rooters were praying for time to 

run out as the Haverford team 

began a desperate attempt to 

even the score.  They were 

willing to settle for a 6-0 victory.  

Bob Clark had other ideas 

however, when he intercepted a 

pass on the 50 after six men had 

batted the pigskin around like a 

volleyball.  Then, Harry 

Mitchell took the ball on a 40-

yard jaunt for a touchdown to 

put the local boys ahead 12-0.  A 

few minutes later, Bob Pollard 

showed the crowd he could run 

as well as plunge, by 

intercepting a pass on his own 

35, and he outraced the field to 

score.  Again fine blocking by 

the Bulldogs made possible 

Pollard’s run.  Eli McLaughlin 

threw a block on two men to 

pave Pollard’s way.  The final 

score was T-E – 19, Haverford – 

0. 

Further credit must go to the 

coaches: Meyer, Keehn and 

Metzler for their fine handling of 

the team. 

T-E High School announces 

that new lighting facilities will 

be installed at the Berwyn 

Football field for the remaining 

night games to be played there.   

  



1948 T.E. Football Team Highlights  Page 4 

Stango Paces T-E Eleven To Victory 
Scores Three Touchdowns and Heaves 
Pass for Fourth - Outclassing Rivals 25-0 

Daily Local News 

October 2, 1948 

Tredyffrin-Easttown High, paced by Quarterback Ralph Stango, 

registered its second win in three starts at the expense of Conshohocken 

High by a 25-0 score under lights at Berwyn last night. 

Stango scored three touchdowns, one on an 80-yard run, and he tossed 

a 20-yard scoring pass to Bill Patton.  He also passed to Hughes for the 

lone T-E conversion. 

Scoring a touchdown in each period, the Bulldogs displayed complete 

mastery over Conshohocken. 

  

 

Conshohocken Loses to T-E 
The Wayne Times 

October 8, 1948 

The Bulldogs ran true to form 

again last Friday night by scoring in 

the first five minutes of play.  

Conshohocken received on their 

own eight-yard line and were 

forced to kick when they failed to 

penetrate the strong T-E line.  The 

local boys took over at midfield and 

from there, it was a steady march 

down the field with Miller, Pollard 

and Zonetti alternating in lugging 

the leather: three yards, five yards, 

seven yards and on and on towards 

pay dirt.  With inches to go for a 

touchdown everyone expected 

Pollard to do his specialty of 

crashing the line.  Conshohocken 

expected it too for the whole team 

seemed to lunge at big Bob as 

Stango pulled a quarterback sneak 

and went over the goal standing up.  

Pollard’s kick for the extra point 

was blocked. 

A fumble set up the second 

score when Stango recovered the 

loose ball on the visitors’ 22-yard 

line.  Pollard reeled off a first down 

to the 11.  As the Conshy line closed 

in to stop Pollard, Stango flipped a 

pass to Bill Patton in the end zone.  

The extra point was added on 

another pass from Stango to Les 

Hughes. 

With 30 seconds to go, 

Conshohocken showed they still 

weren’t licked by taking the kickoff 

from their own 10 to Berwyn’s 29.  

Smith went through the entire local 

team and was on his way to score 

until hauled down from behind by 

little Bobby Clark.  The half ended 

with T-E leading 13-0. 

Smith’s run did more good than 

harm for it showed the Garnet team 

they had to be awake on every play.  

In the third quarter neither team 

threatened as the ball remained 

around midfield until suddenly 

Ralph Stango took off on an eighty 

yard jaunt to make the score 19-0.  

A desperate Conshohocken team 

began throwing long passes in the 

last quarter.  Bob Pollard picked 

one of these out of the air and again 

T-E began to move with Ralph 

Stango once more scoring form the 

one-yard line. 

With a comfortable lead, Coach 

Meyer sent in Pennypacker for 

Pollard.  He showed plenty of 

power, making several substantial 

gains in the final minutes. 

Credit must go to the T-E line 

for their fine performance.  Joe 

Pezzotti played heads up football 

by falling on a Conshohocken 

fumble and breaking into their 

backfield to throw the runners for 

losses. 
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Radnor Defeats T-E In Wild Final Period 
West Chester Daily Local,  

October 9, 1948 

Five touchdowns were 

registered in a wild fourth period as 

Radnor High upset Tredyffrin-

Easttown High, 24-19, in their 

annual game at Wayne yesterday 

afternoon.  The winning touchdown 

was scored by Radnor on a long 

pass in the end zone. 

Radnor went ahead in the early 

minutes of play when it scored on 

an 18-yard end run.  On the kick-off 

which followed, Tom Miller took 

the ball on his own 12 and raced 88 

yards to score. This was his third 

88-yard run of the season.  A 

conversion put T-E ahead at 7-6. 

The old rivals battled through 

the next two periods without a 

score.  In the second quarter, T-E 

twice halted Radnor drives at the 

10.  In the third period, the Bulldogs 

moved to the Radnor 14 but lost the 

ball on a fumble.  A Radnor 

advance in that stanza was checked 

at the five. 

On the first play of the fourth 

quarter, a Raider smashed over 

from the one-yard line to put 

Radnor ahead at 12-7.  On the third 

play after the kick-off, Ralph 

Stango passed to Bob Pollard on the 

50, and the big back raced to a 

score.  This gave T-E a 13-12 lead. 

With three minutes to go 

Radnor scored again to lead 18-13.  

Two plays later, Stango heaved a 

pass to Bob Clark, who raced 50 

yards for a touchdown to put T-E 

ahead, 19-18.  The last-minute pass 

by Radnor then proved Tredyffrin-

Easttown’s undoing.  The long pass 

to the end zone made the score 24-

19. 

 
T-E Tops Upper Merion, 27-14 
West Chester Daily Local 

October 16, 1948 

Last Friday night the crowd at 

the Tredyffrin-Easttown – Upper 

Merion game stood up as the 

National Anthem was played a few 

minutes before the kickoff.  They 

remained standing the rest of the 

evening as touchdown after 

touchdown was reeled off.  Upper 

Merion, always noted for its razzle-

dazzle type of football, put on the 

expected show for the crowd. 

There was a young man in the 

Upper Merion backfield who 

without a doubt is the finest passer 

that anyone will ever see this 

season.  A right hand passer who 

can run to his left and whip passes 

to the extreme right of the field, a 

trick that even Sammy Baugh 

couldn’t do.  This young man was 

injured slightly in the third period 

and as he left the field, the Berwyn 

crowd and T-E players cheered 

him, not because he was leaving the 

game, but because they were 

cheering a great player. 

There was another young man 

who received cheers from both 

sides as he left the game.  This was 

Bob Pollard.  Always renowned as 

a line plunger, a kid who could dash 

through center for a needed first 

down or a touchdown, has added 

something this year to his greatness.  

Twice he got away for long runs, 

one for 60 yards and the other 78 

yards.  His runs came when they 

were needed most. 

Upper Merion scored first on 

the second play after getting the 

ball.  The Bulldogs opened the 

game by receiving but a fumble and 

a penalty backed them up to their 

goal line.  Pollard was forced to 

boot from his end zone.  Upper 

Merion took the ball at midfield and 

brought it back to its 35.  An end 

sweep scored the initial touchdown.  

T-E came right back and scored on 

Pollard’s long run.  Upper Merion 

received but they were unable move 

the ball.  On third down a fumble by 

Upper Merion on their 25-yard line 

set up the Bulldog’s second 

touchdown.  Dave DeRafelo, a 

sophomore who 

has done a great 

job of filling the 

injured Hayes 

Slider’s shoes 

this year, fell on 

the loose ball.  A 

few plays later, 

Ralph Stango 

threw a 

touchdown pass to Les Hughes, but 

the six points were voided due to 

the locals being off-sides.  

Undaunted by this, Tom Miller 

swept around right end to put the 

Garnet ahead 12-7.  Miner Vail then 

made it 13-7. 

 

(Continued on next page)

  



1948 T.E. Football Team Highlights  Page 6 

T-E Tops Upper Merion, 27-14 
(Continued from previous page) 

Midway through the second 

half, Bob Pollard made his second 

long run going 78 yards to score.  

On this play T-E needed one yard 

for a first down, and Bob was called 

on to do his specialty.  He made the 

first down with ease, plus 77 yards 

to spare.  It was typical of Knute 

Rockne’s statement that, “Every 

play is a touchdown play if each 

man carries out his assignment.”  

Each T-E man did, and Bob went all 

the way. 

Upper Merion received to open 

up the second half.  They started on 

their own 30, and “Sammy Baugh” 

McKernon completed pass after 

pass to his receivers until finally 

McKernon himself went over. 

The Bulldogs received and 

duplicated U.M’s 70-yard march by 

going all the way on a series of 

plays.  Ralph Stango completed the 

scoring for the 

evening when he 

went over from the 

nine-yard line. 

Bobby Clark 
showed he can 

play offense as 

well as defense by 

cutting loose on a 65-yard run.  

Miner Vail was uncovered as a 

place kicker, kicking three for 

three.  The line played well.  Coach 

Meyer is now working toward the 

Coatesville game. 

T-E Line-up 

Ends: Hughes, Patton, Lockwood, 

Weldon 

Tackles:  Allen, Bartosh, Evens 

Guards:  Wilson, Slider, DeRafelo, 

Pezzotti 

Center: McLaughlin 

Backs:  Stango, Miller, Zonetti, 

Pollard, Clark, Collins, Mitchell, 

Vail, Pennypacker 

 

 

T-E SURPRISES 

Bulldogs In Close Win Over Coates 
Conversion by Minor 
Vail Yields 19-18 Edge 

as Each Team Tabs 
Three TD’s 

West Chester Daily Local 

October 24, 1948 

The only extra point conversion 

recorded in a game, which 

produced six touchdowns, gave 

Tredyffrin-Easttown High a 19-18 

win over Coatesville High in a see-

saw battle before some 3,000 fans 

at Berwyn, Saturday afternoon.  

The T-E margin of victory was 

provided when Minor Vail 

converted with a placement kick 

after the Bulldogs registered their 

second touchdown. 

Raiders Score Early 

The Red Raiders, 

overwhelming in pre-game 

predictions, took a 6-0 lead in the 

first quarter, capitalizing on a T-E 

fumble which gave them possession 

within 35 yards of the pay-off zone.  

Early in the second quarter Bob 

Pollard, stellar T-E fullback, booted 

80 yards to the Coatesville one-yard 

line.  The Coates tried a quick-kick 

but it carried only 15 yards. Two 

plays later Tom Miller went 15-

yards around right end to score for 

the Bulldogs. 

Two-Man TD 

The gridders of Coach Ernest 

Meyer went ahead, 12-6, on a 

sensational play in the opening 

minutes of the second half.  Failing 

to gain after taking the halftime 

kick-off, Coatesville punted to the 

T-E 15.  Leonard Zonetti took the 

punt and raced to the 50, where he 

lateraled to Ralph Stango, who 

rambled straight ahead for a 

touchdown.  It was after this score 

that Vail booted the all-important 

extra point. 

The Coates fought right back.  

After taking the kick-off on their 

own 40, the Red Raiders marched 

60-yards to score and cut the T-E 

lead to 13-12.  A Coatesville 

fumble, recovered by Clarence 

Weldon at midfield set off another 

T-E touchdown march soon after 

the fourth period opened.  Two 

plays carried to a first down at the 

35 and from that point, Pollard 

heaved a looping aerial to right end 

Les Hughes.  Hughes was on the 

five when he caught the pass and 

fell across the goal line. 

Miss Final Chance 

Battling all of the way, 

Coatesville racked up its third 

touchdown on a drive, which 

started when it took the T-E kick-

off at its own 30.  The Raiders 

crossed midfield on ground 

football, and then went to the air 

with a 40-yard scoring pass.  This 

gave them a final chance to knot the 

count with a conversion, but their 

kicker could not get a bead on the 

area between the uprights. 
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Berwyn Gridders To Face Whippets 

By William Monahan 
Berwyn High School gridders, 

following the hard-earned victory 

over Coatesville High School last 

Saturday afternoon, are reporting 

for practice daily to prepare for this 

week’s contest with the 

Downingtown High School 

Whippets. 

In the thrilling game last 

Saturday, the Garnet and Gray 

nosed out the Red Raiders 19 to 18.  

This victory was made possible by 

the great work of the Berwyn Line.  

When asked to name one or two 

players who were outstanding in the 

forward wall, Coach Meyer said: 

“All of them.”  And that’s just the 

way it was.  Noted for their strong 

line, Coatesville was expected by 

many to push the lighter Berwyn 

boys all over the lot.  The coaches 

and the T-E team, however, did not 

share this opinion, as they proved in 

their well-earned victory. 

Caesar Natalie started at left 

end for the first time, being moved 

up from the J.V.’s to take the place 

of the injured Bill Patton.  He 

proved that he is now a first stringer 

and varsity material by breaking up 

plays at the line of scrimmage. 

George Bartosh and Yerkes 

Wilson teamed up on the left side of 

the line to stop play after play.  On 

several occasions, they broke 

through to bring the runner down 

from behind.  Eli McLaughlin, at 

center, played his usual steady 

game.  Dave DeRafelo and Hayes 

Slider alternated at guard.  When 

asked about playing against the big 

220 pound Fleck, Hayes replied, 

“He didn’t look so big on the 

ground.”  His statement was typical 

of the fighting spirit of the team.  

Cliff Evens played excellently both 

on offense and defense.  Clarence 

Weldon was especially alert, and it 

was he who helped set up T-E’s 

final touchdown by recovering a 

Coatesville fumble on the visitors 

35-yard line.  Francis Allen also 

snared a loose ball as Coatesville 

Raiders were driving for a TD. 

The boys from Scott High 

scored first after they capitalized on 

a T-E fumble early in the first 

quarter.  Don Urbine’s kick never 

got off the ground as the fighting T-

E line surged in.  Then for the sixth 

time this season, the Garnet came 

from behind to score.  With the ball 

on their own twenty, Bob Pollard 

dropped back to his ten and booted 

the ball over the head of the safety 

man, and it finally rolled out on the 

one foot line.  McGowan, on a 

second down dropped back for a 

quick kick but was rushed by 

Bartosh.  The ball traveled only 

twenty yards to  right end to tie up 

the game.  T-E failed to convert.  

The half ended 6-6. 

Coatesville received to open the 

second half.  Unable to gain 

McGowan kicked to T-E’s fifteen 

where the ball was taken by Ralph 

Stango.  He brought the ball to the 

forty where he ran into a host of 

tacklers.  With good blocking and 

his own sheer power, he drove 

through and came into the clear 

surrounded by Garnet jerseys.  This 

guard of honor escorted Ralph to 

touchdown territory.  Miner Vail 

got orders to go in and make the 

point or else go out for girl’s 

hockey.  Miss Dulin lost a rangy 

forward because Miner came 

through and split the bars with a 

perfect placement.  This proved 

finally to be the winning point. 

Coatesville came right back and 

scored after a sixty-yard march.  

The Garnet line, determined to keep 

the lead, crashed through to rush the 

kicker, and his kick was wide. 

Coatesville was again on the 

move in the fourth quarter but a 

hard tackle by Bartosh and Pollard 

caused the runner to fumble.  

Weldon recovered.  On the third 

play, Pollard dropped back to his 

fifty and threw a long pass to Leslie 

Hughes on the ten.  With two 

tacklers hanging on, Les fought his 

way to the goal line and fell over for 

a score.  Vail’s kick was a few 

inches off. 

The visitors came right back 

and scored on a forward pass.  The 

crowd was silent as the Raiders 

prepared to kick.  Again, the T-E 

line surged in and the Coatesville 

groans could be heard to Lukens as 

the kick was blocked. 
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Tredyffrin Triumphs 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

October 24, 1947 
Miner Vail’s third period extra-point conversion 

decided as Tredyffrin-Easttown High edged 

Coatesville, 19-18 in Suburban League football 

yesterday at Berwyn. 

Ralph Stango tallied Tredyffrin’s second on an 

85-yard punt return, and a 50-yard Bob Pollard-

Leslie Hughes forward produced another.  Tom 

Miller opened the victors’ scoring with a six-yard 

end run. 

 
 

T-E Bulldogs Notch 
Second County Win 
Erase Early D-town Lead for 14-6 
Victory; Mitchell-Zonetti Score 

West Chester Daily Local 

October 31, 1948 

Tredyffrin-Easttown High made it two straight in 

competition for the scholastic grid championship of 

Chester County when it came from behind to defeat 

Downingtown High, 14-6, at Downingtown, 

Saturday afternoon. 

Previously the T-E Bulldogs had a win over 

Coatesville to their credit in the county title race.  

Downingtown gave T-E a scare in the first period 

when they drove to the Bulldog seven and then 

scored on a pass from Jack Helm to Joe Sciaretta.  

Aroused by the Whippet score, Tredyffrin-Easttown 

fought back in a 50-yard drive, which culminated 

with Harry Mitchell cracking across from the one.  

Minor Vail place-kicked the extra point to give the 

invaders a 7-6 halftime edge. 

The Bulldogs came out strong in the third quarter 

and marched 40 yards to the Whippet three. From 

that point, Leonard Zonetti crashed through to score.  

Again Vail converted. 

T-E Bulldogs Hold 
Lead In County 

Race 
Now Have Record of Two Straight 

West Chester Daily Local 

November 5, 1948 

Tredyffrin-Easttown High, with two wins, no 

defeats and no ties, is still leading in the race for the 

scholastic football championship of Chester County.  

The Bulldogs made it two straight in the county 

against Downingtown last Saturday.  They face a 

severe test next Saturday when they clash with the 

greatly improve Phoenixville team.  Tredyffrin-

Easttown High has amassed 134 points but has 

allowed its opponents 75 and has lost two games. 

 

 

 

Ujobai Hero As 
Phantoms Top T-E 

Joe Sets Up Both of Two Last 
Period Scores which 

Decide Battle 
West Chester Daily Local 

November 15, 1948 

Phoenixville High handed Tredyffrin-Easttown 

High its first defeat in county competition at Berwyn 

Saturday afternoon by a 13-7 score.  The Phantom 

victory was largely a personal triumph for Joe 

Ujobai, 160-pound veteran halfback, who set up both 

touchdowns and scored one of them in the last-ditch 

uprising. 

T-E went ahead at 7-0 in the second quarter when 

Len Zonetti circled end for 15 yards after a 54-yard 

drive, which featured great work by fullback Bob 

Pollard.  Minor Vail converted from placement. 
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Locals Can Clinch Top Rating 
by Tripping T-E 

 
ERNIE MEYER’S BACKFIELD 

#12 Ralph Stango, #36 Robert Clark, #20 Tommy Miller, # 30 Bob 

Pollard, #21 Leonard Zonetti, #13 Harry Mitchell 

 

Record Crowd Expected 
to See Clash On High 

School Field 
West Chester Daily Local 

November 24, 1948 

Bidding for the scholastic football 

championship of Chester county and 

their first undefeated season in 16 

years, the Warriors of West Chester 

High will take on Tredyffrin-Easttown 

High here tomorrow morning in the 

43rd renewal of an annual series which 

began in 1903.  Both teams are “up” for 

the final game, and both realize that 

their title chances ride on the outcome. 

Coach Ernest Meyer will start his 

usual backfield of Ralph Stango, Tom 

Miller, Leonard Zonetti and Bob 

Pollard.  Pollard, playing his third year 

as a regular with T-E, is a standout of 

the backfield. 
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ONE MORE GAME and the above players will wind up their playing career for the Bulldogs.  

The game with West Chester will be their last chance to have a personal part in defeating that 

school.  By the determined look on their faces, they intend to do just that. 

Top row:  Bob Pollard, Henry Hitchens, Francis Allen, Clarence Weldon, Eli McLaughlin, Yerkes 

Wilson.  Middle row: Ralph Stango, Leonard Zonetti, Les Hughes, Cliff Evens, Bill Tyson, Bill 

Patton.  Bottom row:  Tom DeShula, Charles Pennyacker, Harry Mitchell, Bob Clark, Ted 

Lockwood. 

 

 

T-E won the Chester County 
Football Championship 

Most valuable player on the Main Line – Senior Robert Pollard 
November 25, 1948 Bulldogs defeat Warriors 7-6 

No article found 

 

 



1948 T.E. Football Team Highlights  Page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINER VAIL, TREDYFFRIN-EASTTOWN 

“POINT AFTER TOUCHDOWN 

SPECIALIST,” twice this year kicked the extra 

point that meant victory for the Bulldogs.  His kick 

in the Coatesville gamed decided that contest, 19-18, 

and his placement Thanksgiving morning meant the 

margin of victory over West Chester, 7-6, and the 

county championship.  Miner has made good on nine 

tries out of eleven.  Leonard Zonetti is holding. 

 

 

Bob Pollard Chosen Outstanding Player 
Bob Pollard, of Berwyn, who 

has starred in three seasons of T-E 

football, has added another laurel to 

his string of trophies.  A member of 

the All-County varsity for the past 

two years, Bob has now been 

chosen as 1948’s outstanding 

football plyer on the Main Line. 

The award came from the Main 

Line Junior Chamber of 

Commerce, whose Football Trophy 

Committee picked Bob over 

contestants from Radnor, Lower 

Merion and Haverford.  At a 

banquet in Ardmore on Tuesday 

night, he was presented with a 

statuette representing a football 

player, and T-E was awarded next 

year’s custody of the rotating 

trophy. 

After making the All-County 

team in his sophomore year as a 

center, Bob switched to fullback 

and repeated with an equally fine 

performance in his junior year.  

During the season just past, he 

played nearly sixty minutes of 

every game and was entrusted with 

the calling of defensive signals.  

Offensively his line plunges were a 

potent threat, and he closed the year 

with five touchdowns to his credit. 

West Chester Daily Local

 

 

Bob Pollard Named Top Local Gridder 

Wayne Times 
Bob Pollard, Tredyffrin-

Easttown High School’s great 

backfield star, was named the 

outstanding football player in any 

local high school, as the result of a 

flood of votes from the Upper Main 

Line school.  Pollard has performed 

brilliantly for the Bulldogs during 

the past three seasons, received a 

majority of over 100 votes over his 

nearest rival in the balloting, 

sponsored by the Main Line Junior 

Chamber of Commerce and 

conducted through the Suburban 

and other newspapers of this area. 

Pollard was honored at a 

banquet given by the Junior 

Chamber Tuesday evening, when 

he was presented with the grand 

trophy, which will remain at the 

Berwyn school until next year’s 

balloting, and he also received a 

bronze trophy from the Jaycees, in 

recognition of his fine 

sportsmanship and great play.  The 

T-E star was named to the Chester 

County All-Star team fro two years 

in succession, and seems certain to 

repeat again this year. 
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T-E’S TOUCHDOWN TWINS 

 
SHOWN ABOVE IS BOB POLLARD taking a hand-off from Ralph Stango in a play, 

which piled up yardage for the Bulldogs this season.  Scoring 67 points between them, these 

two were recently selected by sports writers to positions on the mythical All-County eleven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RALPH STANGO, T-E’s quarterback 

has done a fine job this year in directing 

the Bulldog team.  His passing and 

running has been the sparkplug that 

started the local team in its five victories 

this season.  The team has scored twenty-

two touchdowns this year, the highest 

number in T-E history.  Of this number, 

Ralph has scored five, and thrown passes 

for five more. 

Photo by Rhodes 

 


