
9-2 Victory 

Conestoga Wins on Patriot Errors 
By GREG RYAN 

(Of the Local News Staff) 

September 13, 1982 

Despite accumulating more rushing and passing 

yardage than their foes, the Great Valley Patriots fell 

to the Conestoga Pioneers 9-2 Saturday afternoon in 

a game plagued by Patriot errors. 

Conestoga fullback Eric Maslowsky scored the 

only touchdown in the game on Conestoga’s second 

possession after a bad snap on a punt started a string 

of errors for the young Patriot team midway through 

the first quarter.  

Conestoga’s second score, still in the first period, 

came after an even more bizarre Patriot miscue.  

After Conestoga had been stopped cold in its 

tracks by a very tough defense, the Pioneer punt hit a 

Great Valley player in the back of the helmet enabling 

the Pioneers to recover the “fumble” and kick a 28-

yard field goal. That was to be the end of the 

Conestoga offensive threat for the rest of the day. 

The Pioneer defensive line brother duo of Peter 

and Paul Novelli surely earned some respect from 

Patriot backs as they were in on most tackles at the 

line. 

Ironman of the day was Conestoga quarterback 

and linebacker Mark Miller. While his total offensive 

stats were shy of Bradfield’s his defense was 

spectacular. 
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Pioneers Fall to Pennridge 
BY CHRIS Morkides 

(Local News Correspondent) 

September 20, 1982 

Harry Gicking was the Conestoga High football 

team’s defensive coordinator for the last three years, 

so in his defensive heart of hearts he had to be pleased 

with the Pioneers’ performance at Pennridge Saturday 

night. 

But Gicking is the head 

football coach at Conestoga 

now, and must concern 

himself with other niceties--

like scoring points. The 

Pioneers’ output in the first 

two weeks of the season, 

including Saturday’s 5-2 

loss, had Gicking wondering 

what he can do to start 

lighting up the scoreboard.  

Conestoga’s defense certainly was aggressive 

against the Rams, limiting the Bux-Mont League 

squad to 165 yards, including only 11 through the air. 

In two weeks, the Pioneer defense has given up a 

grand total of three points--Jim Grass’ 26-yard field 

goal Saturday--while scoring four of its own on a pair 

of safeties. 

After scoring one touchdown and totaling 120 

yards in a season-opening 9-2 triumph over Great 

Valley, the Pioneers managed only 111 yards 

Saturday. Conestoga quarterback Mark Miller was 

sacked seven times for losses of 40 yards, and the 

rushing attack netted eight yards on 33 carries. 

Even though the offense had problems, it looked 

like Conestoga might be able to steal away with a 

victory. The Pioneers held Pennridge to two first 

downs in the opening half and went into the locker 

room with a 2-0 lead.  

Conestoga didn’t cross midfield the rest of the 

game, with the only mild threat coming when Miller 

hit Jim Flynn with a 28-yard pass to the Pioneer 49.  

But Gicking quickly pointed out that he wasn’t 

making excuses. And none were needed for the 

defense, which was led by Miller, Maslowski, Chip 

Brown and defensive lineman Jon Kagen. 

“They executed very well,” Gicking said. “We 

have some very aggressive boys.” 
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7-0 Win 

Madison, Kerr Key Pioneer Victory 
By TED TORRANCE 

(Local News Correspondent) 

September 25, 1982 

“You have to be a football hero to get along with 

the beautiful girls.” High schools have changed a 

great deal since that was written, but if it is still true, 

Conestoga’s Todd Madison and Jamie Kerr should 

have a banner week starting on Monday. 

The two Pioneer sophomores, along with the 

defensive team, covered themselves with glory last 

night at Conestoga as the Pioneers opened their 

Central League campaign with a 7-0 victory over 

Haverford High. 

Madison entered the game late in the third quarter 

and sparked an 11-play, 72-yard drive that lifted the 

Pioneers to victory. A 5-10, 215-pound running back, 

Madison carried the ball nine times picking up 39 

yards finally punching over from the four with 7:35 

to play in the fourth period. 

“I was really tired when I got down near the goal 

line, but we had worked real hard and I just put my 

head down and ran,” declared Madison. “I just told 

myself to get over and score. We are getting the 

offense down better every game, and the defense still 

is unscored on.” 

While Madison tallied the game winning 

touchdown, Kerr came through with a clutch 43-yard 

pass completion to keep the drive alive. The Pioneers 

had taken over the ball following a pass interception 

by Johnny Wallace, his second of the game. 

Conestoga moved the ball to the Fords’ 40-yard line 

when a holding call set them back to their 45. Kerr 

faded back and hit Rich Blake for a first down at the 

Fords’ 12. 

“We are very happy with Jamie’s performance,” 

explained Conestoga coach Harry Gicking. “It is 

difficult for a sophomore to go out in his first home 

game, but we have a lot of confidence in him. He is 

well poised and mature and we know that he will have 

a great year.” 

“Todd (Madison) is another sophomore and we 

knew that Todd had great ability and we are very 

happy with him,” continued the coach. “Madison 

went in when Eric (Maslowsky) had trouble with his 

contact lens. It is nice to see a sophomore do well. We 

have not scored too many offensive points so far this 

year and so we have to try new people. Our offense 

did very well tonight. It is beginning to execute and it 

is nice to see the boys move the ball and score.” 
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Conestoga Takes It on the Chin vs. Ridley 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 4, 1982 

Conestoga had scored a grand total of 18 points 

all year. Two touchdowns, one field goal, one safety, 

three games that cured insomnia. The Pioneers had a 

2-1 record, but it was only a matter of time before 

their lack of offense caught up to them.  

That time came Saturday at Ridley. After spotting 

Conestoga an early 3-0 lead the powerful Green 

Raiders turned on the jets and cruised to a 35-3 

Central League victory. 

The Pioneers looked ready for Saturday’s game 

on the opening drive. With quarterback Jamie Kerr 

hitting four passes for 55 yards, Conestoga moved 

from its 29 to the Ridley one. Ridley’s defense 

stiffened, however, and the Pioneers settled for Scott 

Snyder’s 19-yard field goal.  
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Conestoga Loses on Late Field Goal 
By RAY DOYLE 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 9, 1982 

An outstanding second-half defensive effort by 

the Conestoga Pioneers came up just a bit short last 

night at Teamer Field and the visiting Springfield 

Cougars eked out a 10-7 win in the Central League 

contest.  

The winning score came on a Frank Mancuso 35-

yard field goal with just 49 seconds remaining in the 

game. 

Tough Pass Rush 

A tough pass rush, led by defensive end Rich 

McCue and middle guard Irvin Evans, cooled off the 

young Cougar quarterback, who was able to complete 

only 2-of-8 attempts over the final 24 minutes for a 

net loss of one yard. The Pioneers also held the 

ground game of Springfield to 25 yards over the last 

two quarters. 

The Pioneers did have rough going offensively all 

night but an interception by Mark Miller of a Stumpf 

pass on the opening play of the fourth quarter set up a 

tying score. One play after the interception, Miller 

took a handoff from quarterback John Conlan and 

burst 10 yards over the left side for the score. On the 

run Miller dropped the ball but it bounced back into 

his hands as he crossed the goal line. Scott Snyder 

added the extra point. 

Conestoga coach Harry Gicking recognized the 

effort put forth by his club. 

“I told them after the game they had nothing to be 

ashamed of,” he said. “They played with all their heart 

and that’s all we can ask them to do. They really came 

together in the second half.” 
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Royals Nip Conestoga 
Daily Local News 

October 18, 1982 

It’s been a tough football season for the 

Conestoga Pioneers, who find themselves off to a 1-3 

start in the Central League. 

Saturday’s loss 14-13 at Upper Darby was another 

example of just how bad things have been for the 

Pioneers this year. 

What hurt Conestoga most was the Upper Darby 

passing combination of Rick Petrone – to – Tom 

Spadano. Spadano’s 73-yard TD catch helped the 

Royals jump out to a 6-0 lead. But Conestoga 

quarterback Mark Conlan rallied his team, finding 

Mark Murphy for an 18-yard TD pitch in the second 

period. Scott Snyder’s PAT kick gave the Pioneers a 

7-6 halftime edge. 

Petrone and Spadano combined on a 28-yard 

scoring play. But Conestoga regained its composure, 

and Mark Miller’s one-yard scoring run put the 

Pioneers in a position to win the game as they trailed 

just 14-13. 

Conestoga tried to go for two points and win, but 

Upper Darby’s Bill Gallagher batted down Conlan’s 

attempted pass and the long Upper Darby losing skid 

was finally over.  

Miller led the Conestoga attack with 19 carries, 

rushed for 60 yards and the TD. Miller also caught 

three passes for 36 yards.  

Conlan finished by hitting on 7-of-13 passes for 

95 yards and the scoring toss to Murphy.
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14-12 Win 

End of a Nightmare for Conestoga 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 23, 1982 

Harry Gicking’s nightmare was in full swing. 

It started two weeks ago when Springfield beat 

Conestoga 10-7 on a last-minute field goal. It 

resumed last Saturday when the Pioneers failed on a 

late two-point conversion and lost 14-13 to Upper 

Darby. 

When the host Pioneers fell behind Lower Merion 

12-0 in the first quarter last night, Conestoga’s head 

football coach wondered if the nightmare would ever 

end.  

“We didn’t really have a chance to get started,” 

Gicking said. “I told the team to buckle down.” 

The Pioneers listened. The defense trumped the 

Aces the rest of the way, the offense came alive on 

two long corner passes and Conestoga eked out a 14-

12 Central League victory. 

“But we rallied tonight as a team. We showed 

character. We showed class.” 

Most of all, they showed the ability to come back 

from a disastrous start. The Pioneers quickly dug a 6-

0 hole as Lower Merion quarterback Anthony 

Horshaw dove over from the one to cap a six-play 46-

yard drive.  

Conestoga seemingly tied it in the first quarter as 

John Conlan hit Mark Murphy on a corner pattern for 

a TD, but a penalty negated the score. Seconds later, 

a bad snap forced Pioneer punter Eric Krohn into a 

hurried kick. Marty Coyle picked off the dying quall 

at the line of scrimmage and sprinted 63 yards down 

the sideline for a Lower Merion touchdown.  

Conlan started the comeback by hitting Murphy 

on a 36-yard corner route with 4:43 left in the second 

quarter. After a holding penalty, Scott Snyder booted 

a 35-yard extra point to make it 7-6. 

“Defensively we just broke down a few times,” 

Lower Merion head coach Rogers Frassenel said. 

And Conlan helped break them down. The senior 

started the year as the third string quarterback, but has 

shown a first rate arm. 

“John Conlan is throwing the heck out of the 

ball,” Gicking said. “He’s building confidence. He’s 

getting tougher.” 

Conlan teamed with Murphy on another 36-yard 

corner in the third period, moving the Pioneers to the 

Aces’ 15. Conestoga (2-3 league, 3-4 overall) scored 

the winning touchdown six plays later on a one-yard 

Conlan sneak, and Snyder added the extra point to 

make it 14-12.  
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Flat Pioneers Drop Game to Souderton 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 30, 1982 

Coaches have a certain feel for their teams. They 

can tell when they’re up, they can tell when they’re 

down, and they can tell when they’re flatter than weak 

old beer. 

Gicking had reason to believe his squad had 

turned the corner after a come-from-behind 14-12 

Central League upset of Lower Merion last week. It 

was just the sort of game the Pioneers needed after a 

rough first half of the season, the sort of contest that 

could get the momentum going. 

“I’m sure the kids are disappointed, but they have 

to learn that football is an emotional game,” Gicking 

said after his squad fell to 3-5. “If you don’t come 

ready to play, anybody can beat you.” 

But the nail that closed the lid on Conestoga’s 

coffin was supplied by the Souderton Indian defense. 

Souderton sacked Pioneer quarterback John Conlan 

five times for minus 56 yards, while holding 

Conestoga to nine yards rushing and 101 total yards. 

Souderton scored all of the points it needed on its 

first possession, driving 67 yards in 10 plays.  

Conestoga came right back on its ensuing 

possession. The Pioneers, aided by a fourth-down 

Souderton penalty, made it 7-6 as Conlan hit Mark 

Murphy on a 26-yard corner pattern for a TD. Scott 

Snyder’s kick hit the crossbar, leaving the Pioneers 

one point short. 
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Lions Rally Past Pioneers 
Daily Local News 

November 8, 1982 

Conestoga nearly pulled off a Central League 

football upset Saturday, but Penncrest rallied for the 

23-14 victory. 

Conestoga (2-4) jumped out to a 6-0 lead when 

John Conlan threw a six-yard touchdown pass to 

Mark Murphy in the first quarter. Penncrest bounced 

back with a safety when Conlan was sacked in the end 

zone.  

But the Pioneers increased their lead to 14-2 on 

Ted Turner’s eight-yard run in the second quarter. 

Turner also hit Murphy with the two-point conversion 

pass.  

Conlan put the ball up 29 times for the Pioneers 

and completed 10 passes for 131 yards. Murphy 

caught five passes for 69 yards. 
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6-6 Tie 

Conestoga “Fit to be Tied” 
By JOE LUNARDI 

(Local News Correspondent) 

November 15, 1982 

With just two plays in Saturday’s 6-6 tie at 

Radnor, Conestoga gave Central League fans its 

entire season in microcosm. 

It was midway through the third period and the 

scoring for the day was long completed. Yet the 

Pioneers appeared ready to pull off an upset of the 

Red Raiders.  

Quarterback John Conlan, end Mark Murphy and 

scatback Ted Turner had just combined on a daring 

28-yard hook-and-ladder play. Then, seconds later, 

there was a fullback Dave Szafranski dashing toward 

the right corner of the end zone. 

Szafranski, just a sophomore, had caught the 

Radnor line off guard by running a sweep on the first 

play after the hook-and-ladder, and there was nothing 

between him and a Conestoga lead except a few 

windblown hot dog wrappers. 

Then something very bizarre occurred. Just inside 

the 10, Szafranski ran out of gas. Flat out could not 

run anymore. The wind and cold and the mud all 

caught up to him inches before he hit paydirt.  

Szafranski, who otherwise had a fine day both 

offensively and defensively, will have plenty of other 

chances in his career to reach the goal line. 

Conestoga had also blown a similar opportunity 

late in the first quarter, after a nine-yard run by Eric 

Maslowsky had given the Pioneers a 6-0 lead. Rugged 

captain Mark Miller blocked a Radnor punt, and 

Conestoga needed just 25 yards for a score which 

might have made all the difference on a day where the 

best offense really was a good defense. 

 

 
DAVE SZAFRANSKI 

Sophomore 5-11, 160 

Running Back 

Defensive Back 

 
BOB HOPPER 

Sophomore 5-9, 144 

Wide Receiver 

Defensive Back 

 
TOM ALLEVA 

Sophomore 5-10, 185 

Offensive Guard 

Linebacker 

 
JAY HUGHES 

Sophomore 5-10, 152 

Offensive Guard 

Linebacker 

 

 
TOM TICKNER 

Sophomore 5-11, 146 

Quarterback 

Defensive End 

 
MARK SULLIVAN 

Sophomore 5-10, 154 

Offensive Guard 

Linebacker 

 
ANDY EICHORST 

Sophomore 6-0, 172 

Offensive Tackle 

Defensive Tackle 

 
KEITH HOFFMAN 

Sophomore 6-0, 191 

Offensive Tackle 

Linebacker 



8-7 Victory 

Penalty Flag Mars Conestoga Win 
By JOE LUNARDI 

(Local News Correspondent) 

November 26, 1982 

It’s incredible just how much one tiny yellow flag 

can affect an otherwise splendid football game. 

Yesterday at Conestoga, the Pioneers and Marple-

Newtown played that splendid game. Then came the 

flag which turned a dramatic 8-7 Conestoga victory 

into one of those wins that will always have an 

asterisk beside it. 

The Pioneers (who finished 4-6-1) and Tigers (4-

7) had swapped late fourth quarter scores, but 

Conestoga’s two-point conversion with 5:50 left 

made for the one-point edge. Marple, which had 

bullied its way to the game’s first touchdown just 35 

seconds earlier, looked ready to be stuffed away 

inside some turkey. 

But instead of dissolving into so much cranberry 

sauce, the Tigers marched all the way to Conestoga’s 

18 on a crisp nine-play drive. The Pioneer defense had 

been a rock all afternoon. 

Finally, on a third-and-four play, halfback Steve 

Coyne ran a sweep around right end which ended up 

being broken field run to the left. The speedy Coyne 

got a jump on the pursuit, and when he whisked into 

the near corner of the endzone, it appeared to be the 

game-winner. 

The moans on the Conestoga sideline, though, 

soon turned to cheers when Marple tackle Doug 

Sauder was flagged for a clip.  Sauder, the Tiger’s co-

captain and best offensive lineman, was caught 

knocking down Pioneer cornerback Jim Flynn from 

behind. 

All the screaming in the world would not have 

changed the penalty. 

Conestoga coach Harry Gicking, who had every 

reason to smile after sophomore Eric Krohn had 

countered Barr’s one-yard scoring run with a 77-yard 

TD reception, was able to remain diplomatic about a 

flag he knew could have gone either way. 

“But I’m very happy we won. It was our last home 

game and our last game for the seniors, and we hung 

together as a team.” 

All that togetherness had been wasted, though, 

until Krohn’s sprint down the far sideline and Rich 

Blake’s subsequent catch on the point after. 
 

 
JEFF KROHN 

Senior 6-0, 179 

Offensive Guard 

Defensive End 

 
ANDREW BRUCKNER 

Senior 6-1, 179 

Tight End 

Defensive End 

 
SEAN RAFFERTY 

Senior 6-0, 172 

Wingback 

Linebacker 

 
MIKE FULWIDER 

Senior 6-3, 161 

Wide Receiver 

Defensive Back 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STEVE SHUTE 

Junior 5-11, 175 

Offensive Tackle 

Defensive Tackle 
 

 

 

 

 

IZZY INGRAM 

Junior 5-8, 150 

Wide Receiver 

Defensive Back 



 

 
BOB HLAVACEK 

Manager 

 
GARY ARRINGTON 

Manager 

 
JOHN WHEALEN 

Manager 

 

 

 


