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Must Rebuild Lines 

Pioneers Hurt by Graduation 

 

 
Chuck Myers 

Quarterback 

 
“Bitie” Williams 

Flanker 

Bernie Driscoll 

Offensive End 

 
Lou Alleva 

Offensive End 

 
Bill Hahn 

Defensive End 

 
Bob Chamness 

Defensive End 
 

Daily Local News Football Preview 

September 21, 1972 
 Undeniably hard hit by graduation, Conestoga may be 

hard pressed to equal last year’s second-place finish in the 

tough Central League. The Pioneers of ‘71 went 7-3 on the 

year but some 14 starters went elsewhere when the year was 

over.  

 Conestoga’s traditionally strong defense limited 

opponents to a ludicrous average of 3.2 points per game. 

Indeed six of its seven victories were shutouts, including two 

over league powers Ridley (19-0) and Haverford (18-0). But, 

eight defensive first liners are gone, most noticeably tackle 

Steve Schlindler and end Tim Gesner.  

 Things are no brighter for the offense as its entire interior 

line is gone, a line which was spearheaded by right guard 

Schlindler, who gained All-League honors both on defense 

and offense.  

 “We’re trying to get a more balanced offense this year,” 

Paolantonio said. “We need to get a more balanced offense 

so we’ll be going to the air more.” 

 “Chuck Myers has been throwing real well. We’ve been 

trying to roll him a little to open up the offense.” 

 Myers (6”1, 170) returns for his third season as starting 

quarterback with a couple of mates from last year. One is 

Dave Geter, a fullback who goes 5-7, 175. Though small by 

running back standards. Geter’s being named to the All-

League’s second team shows what kind of back he is.  

 Also returning is Byron (Bitie) Williams a speedy 5-10, 

155-pounder flanker. He throws nearly as well as he catches 

and also runs the flanker-around well enough to make things 

a little easier for offensive coach Harry Golden.  

 Two others, at least, also should be seeing some passes 

this season, returning ends Bernie Driscoll and Louis Alleva. 

Both are fast while Alleva has exceptional pair of hands. 
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Must Rebuild Lines 

Pioneers Hurt by Graduation 

 
Eric Swanson 

Tackle 

 

 
Euclid Noble 

Guard 

 
Rich Whiting 

Defensive End 

 

 
Chris Staley 

Captain 

Linebacker 

 
Mike King 

Cornerback 

 
Dave Scanlon 

Safety 

 
 

 Defense has usually played no small parts in Conestoga’s 

football programs and this year should be no exception. 

Clarence Culpepper, largely responsible for molding last 

year’s strong defense, has left to become Defensive 

Coordinator at Great Valley. 

 The Pioneers go with an Even-Front defense, one which 

pits six linemen and only two linebackers against opposing 

offenses. The defense tentatively plans to have Bill Hahn (6-

0, 180) and Bob Chamness at ends.  Eric Swanson (5-10, 

185) and sophomore Dave Vegso at tackles and Euclid Noble 

(5-7, 175) and George Hahn (5-9, 150) at guards. Swanson 

and Noble are the only ones with much varsity experience 

but last year’s defensive end. Rich Whiting (5-11, 165) is still 

around.  

 The linebacking positions are set with captain Chris 

Staley (5-10, 170) and John Ames (5-11, 185). Staley was a 

starter all year while Ames moved into the lineup late in the 

season during his sophomore year at Conestoga.  

 One of last year’s cornerback, Mike King (5-8, 175) 

moves over to the safety spot this time around while Dave 

Scanlan and Chris Annas (5-8,160) take over the two 

cornerback spots. 
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AWESOME OBSTACLE.  Great Valley’s Mark Devlin found much resistance to his attempt at passing against 

Conestoga.  Richard Whiting (#81) and Eric Swanson (#74) combined to bat down the flanker’s attempt.  Swanson 

picked up the loose ball and sauntered into the end zone, but the official ruled it an incomplete pass. 

(Wes Howard Photo) 

Conestoga vs. Great Valley 
September 15, 1972 

Victory 28-20 

 

 

 
#74 Eric Swanson 
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Halt Radnor Rally 

Pioneers Take 20-15 Win 
By JOHN ADDYMAN 

(DLN Sports Correspondent) 

September 25, 1972 
 The Conestoga Pioneers survived a late-minute 

flurry of activity by the Radnor Raiders in gaining their 

second win of the season, 20-15, at Teamer Field in 

Berwyn Saturday afternoon.  

 Admittedly, Conestoga has two well-advertised 

offensive threats in the legs of Dave Geter and the arms 

of Chuck Myers, but the Pioneers found the punt their 

best weapon in the first half as they jumped to a 12-0 

lead over the winless and outgunned Radnor team.  

 Conestoga cashed in first with 50 seconds left in the 

first period when Geter bored through from the one 

yard line, capping a 53 yard march in which Geter 

gained 25 yards himself. The 5-8 senior back gained a 

total of 92 yards in 19 carries through the afternoon, 

keeping the Radnor cornerbacks honest with outside 

slashes.  

 Radnor got the ball to the 30 when a mix up in the 

backfield dropped the ball into the hands of a 

Conestoga line-man.  

 Five plays later, the Pioneers razzle-dazzled with a 

halfback option pass. By Williams threw to another 

back, Keith Williams and Williams got the ball in a 

crowded end zone when everybody else missed. 12-0 

Conestoga with a little more than two minutes left.  

 Radnor drew first blood with but three minutes 

gone in the third period. 

 Conestoga came back as far as the Radnor 32, when 

a neat Myers pass hit right end Louie Alleva dead 

center in the numerals, but Alleva dropped the ball and 

the Conestoga drive stalled.  

 A Radnor pass was intercepted on the Raider 33 by 

Dave Scanlon and the Pioneers moved to the Radnor 

11 before 30 yards in penalties forced the drive out of 

range.  

 In the midst of the last quarter, Conestoga started a 

march on its own 48, with Myers able to open up the 

passing game a bit, throwing to Alleva and Bernie 

Driscoll for 33 yards. Alleva’s reception brought the 

ball into scoring distance on the eight and Driscoll 

scored three plays later on a swing pass from Myers. A 

pass from Myers to By Williams put two extra points 

on the scoreboard for Conestoga.  

 The win puts the unbeaten Pioneers one up in the 

Central League and two wins for the year. 

 Bob Smith of Conestoga had 61 yards in 18 carries.  

 
#55 John Ames, #52 Chris Staley (Captain) 
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Late score tops Penncrest 

Pioneer Rally Wins 14-8 
By JOHN ADDYMAN 

(DLN Sports Correspondent) 

October 2, 1972 

 Quarterback Chuck Myers filled the air with 

footballs when the heavy Conestoga ground game 

couldn’t get unstuck in the mud, pacing the unbeaten 

Pioneers to a 14-8 win over a spunky Penncrest team 

Saturday afternoon in Paoli. 

 Myers uncranked a Pioneer passing attack that saw 

him complete 10 throws for 166 yards. 

 Senior ends Louie Alleva and Bernie Driscoll 

provided nine of the receptions, with Alleva extending 

the offense for 65 yards. Driscoll for three catches and 

67 yards.  

 After a first half of slipping and sliding; Conestoga 

managed the first score with Byron Williams snaring a 

32-yard pass from Myers. His catch capped a 63-yard, 

10-play drive which set the tone for the remainder of 

the half as Conestoga was to run nearly twice as many 

plays as the Penncrest Lions.  

 Conestoga had been forced deep into its own 

territory after the Lions had punted to the Pioneer five. 

On third down, Ricky Groves tried to get the 

Conestogans out of trouble, but could get the ball only 

20 yards down field on a kick into the wind.  
 Conestoga then got stalled on the Penncrest 18 after 

Driscoll had set the Pioneers up with a nice 25-yard 

return of the Penncrest kickoff to the Lions’ 44. 

 Penncrest couldn’t do much better and the Pioneers 

got the ball back seven plays later Myers threw four 

passes in the next eight plays, but Conestoga could only 

bring the ball to the Penncrest 31, where the ball went 

over on downs. 

 Penncrest bobbled the ball again in the backfield, 

but this time Conestoga junior defensive back John 

Ames wrapped up the fumble.  

 Myers threw to Driscoll for two key passes, ran for 

a first down, and Dave Geter punched regular holes in 

the Penncrest line as the Pioneers were able to move to 

their final score.  

 Geter, who had been banged around once on a run 

around left end to the Penncrest four, came back into 

the game to score from the one and Keith Williams 

second point-after kick put Conestoga up, 14-8. 

 
Pioneer Dave Geter (#34) protected by Eric 

Swanson (#74) and Euclid Noble (#67) powers 

forward.  Geter scored the winning TD, and 

Swanson was amazing as he made the game saving 

tackle on Randolph to stop the final Penncrest 

drive. 

 

 After piling up 92 yards against Radnor last week, 

Geter found that there was usually someone waiting for 

him in the Penncrest defense, and was held to 65 yards 

in 22 carries. Still, when the going got roughest, it was 

Geter’s 5-8, 180-pound frame that was usually crashing 

into the line. 

 Bob Smith, who gained 61 yards by the Lions, 

doing most of his running from cross-flow handoffs 

against the grain of the blocking as the Lion line kept 

holding.  
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0-0 Tie 

Coach Puzzled after Pioneer Deadlock 

By JOHN ADDYMAN 

(DLN Sports Correspondent) 

October 16, 1972 

 A toothless Conestoga offense met its match 

Saturday afternoon in Paoli during a Central League 

Standoff with Ridley’s Green Raiders. 0-0 

 Head coach Bill Paolantonio was puzzled after the 

game, not so much at the score, but what had happened 

to his running backs. 

 In the early going, Dave Geter, Conestoga’s top ball 

carrier who was to rush for 41 yards in 15 carries, was 

the object of defensive keying by the Ridley defense.  

 The Pioneers took the opening kickoff and marched 

to the Raider 14-yard line in 16 plays. Tony Geter, the 

young sophomore starting his first game in the 

backfield after running back the kickoff of last week’s 

game against Marple Newtown was used extensively.  

Tough Defense 
 With fourth down on the Raider 14 and four yards 

needed for the first down. Byron “Bitie” Williams 

got  the call on a sweep around left end. But this is 

where the first outstanding defensive play of the game 

came in.  

 Conestoga was to give up the ball on the Ridley 12 

and wasn’t to spend any more time in the vicinity until 

the waning moments of the first half when Dave Geter 

left the ball on the 14 after an 11-yard run. 

Ridley Threatens 
 George and Bill Hahn. Euclid Noble, Chris Staley 

and John Ames were spending more time in the Raider 

backfield than the offensive coaching staff, but Ridley 

was still able to put together one serious scoring threat 

before boarding the buses, in the third quarter. 

 

 
#21 “Bitie” Williams 

#25 Shultis 

 
#22 Chuck Myers, 

#67 Euclid Noble 

 
#83 Bernie Driscoll 
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Offense Improves 

Conestoga rips LM 40-0 
By JOHN ADDYMAN 

(DLN Sports Correspondent) 

October 23, 1972 

 Last week the Conestoga football team couldn’t 

buy an offense.  

 On Saturday morning at Lower Merion, the 

Pioneers couldn’t turn it off as they plowed the 

Bulldogs into the frosty sod, 40-0. 

 Before game time the Conestoga coaching staff was 

wondering just how effective the elusive offense could 

be without Dave Geter, the fireplug running back 

sidelined with the flu, and Byron “Bitie” Williams, a 

halfback suffering from a muscle pull. 

 But it was hard to tell that they were missing as 

Tony Geter, a sophomore playing in his second varsity 

game as a starter subbed for his brother, and Kevin 

Williams took over for Bitie. 

 Williams was to go on for 96 yards in six carries, 

and quarterback Chuck Myers threw five completions 

in five tries for 74 yards as they led the transcendent 

Pioneer offense to 232 total yards in the first half.  

 Myers was to score two touchdowns himself and 

throw for another while Williams found a weakness in 

the left side of the Lower Merion line for two more 

scores and also kicked two points after.  
 Conestoga got things underway when the opening 

Bulldog kickoff went out of bounds on the Pioneer 41. 

Myers pushed the team for 59 yards in seven plays, 

tossing a six-yard pass to sticky-fingered Louie Alleva 

for the touchdown.  

 Lower Merion bobbled the Conestoga kickoff, and 

captain Chris Staley landed on the ball at the Bulldog 

34. Six plays later Myers took the ball over himself 

from the seven, throwing to Alleva again for the extra 

points, and the Pioneers had already capped the game. 

 Myers opened the second quarter by giving the ball 

to Williams on a reverse that should have scored the 

third touchdown, but a downfield blocker forced a 

Bulldog defender into the streaking Williams. Keith 

picked up 17 yards on the play, anyhow, and set up the 

score on the next series.  

 Again Myers went to the air and threw for six points 

to left end Bernie Driscoll, but the play was called back. 

Two plays later Myers took it over for sure himself, and 

Conestoga was ahead 21-0 after Williams added the 

extra point on a kick.  

 Conestoga moved downfield in three plays, aided 

by another 15-yard penalty, a 22-yard Myers to Alleva 

aerial, and Williams 13-yard jaunt around right end for 

the touchdown.  

 Kadison started the next Bulldog series from his 

own 16 after another penalty, and just wriggled free of 

the end zone on first down when Eric Swanson and 

Staley nailed him trying to pass. Conestoga got the ball 

on the L-M 27 after the punt. Myers ran for 21 yards 

and Tony Geter punched over from six for the score.  

 Williams added the extra point, then the last 

touchdown of the game with a minute and a half left on 
the 23-yard run around, you guessed it, right end.  

 Brightest spot in the second half was the running of 

sophomore Ricky Groves, who picked up 45 yards in 

seven carries to emerge as the second best rushing back 

of the morning for Conestoga. Defense by juniors Rich 

Duffy and Jeff Jackson and sophomore Greg 

Marquardt indicates that the Pioneers will have some 

strength next year.  
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Pioneers Capture Central Upset 

with 20-6 Win over Springfield 

By JOHN ADDYMAN 

(DLN Sports Correspondent) 

October 30, 1972 

 In a completely one-sided game, Conestoga used 

ball control and field position to keep Springfield 

from scoring, and shut out the most dangerous part of 

the Cougar attack, the quarterback bootleg option. 

 Only once in the entire game did Smith have the 

time to throw the bomb, and he showed his stuff with 

a 73-yard alley-ooper that sailed 50 yards in the air to 

Wayne Smith.  

 But for the remainder of the game, Smith was 

dodging Dave Vegso, Bill and George Hahn, Chris 

Staley and Euclid Noble.  

 On the other half of the field, Smith’s counterpart, 

Chuck Myers, was leading the Conestogans to their 

biggest win of the year and a possible long shot at the 

lead in the Central League.  

 Myers carried the ball 26 times for a total of 126 

yards, and passed for 90 more yards as Conestoga 

maintained control of the ball for three-quarters of the 

game, including 19 out of 24 minutes in the last two 

periods.  

 A relentless ground game paced the Pioneers as 

Dave Geter rushed for 49 yards in 16 carries, and 

younger brother Tony, a sophomore, piled up 83 yards 

in 15 carries. 

 Conestoga drew first blood after 47 seconds of the 

second quarter had gone by, with Myers testing the 

left side of the Cougar line for 25 yards. Caught in a 

pocket at about the 15, Myers got a two-man block 

from end Bernie Driscoll to spring him the last yards.  

 Dave Geter scored next, bulldozing across from 

the four with a little more than four minutes left in the 

half. Geter, at 5-8, is so small that as he plunged into 

the line, spectators were marking his progress by the 

Springfield players getting stood up and run over in 

the pileup.  

 The Cougars came right back after Geter’s score 

and Keith Williams’ second point-after, as Smith hit 

Smith for the only marker in the game for the 

Cougars.  

 The second and longest (five plays) Cougar drive, 

in the last quarter, was arrested when Reggie Williams 

made an olympic interception on his own seven yard 

line to take a sure touchdown away from intended 

receiver Mike Mackrides.  

Long Drive 
 Then a remarkable thing happened. 

 Conestoga put together a 22 play drive that took 

up nearly nine minutes of the fourth period. Up front 

on the offensive line, blockers Steve Shultis, Euclid 

Noble and Eric Swanson were lining ‘em up and 

knocking ‘em down like the Earp brothers at the O.K. 

corral. 

 Getting the ball down to the one-foot line, the 

Pioneers finally called time with 13 seconds 

remaining in the game. On the next play, Geter again 

waded through the Cougars for another six, his second 

touchdown of the day against a previously unbeaten 

team.  

 Paolantonio has praise for everybody, especially 

Myers. 

 He had praise for his up-front blocking: “You saw 

that last drive...they just blew them right out of there,” 

and Myers’ ability to find the weakness in the 

Springfield defense: “They were giving us a hole in 

their five-three defense on the right and on the left...he 

found it.” 
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Pioneers Toy with Haverford 45-20 

as Dave Geter Scores Three in Win 

 
#32 Dave Geter, #22 Chuck Myers 

 

By JOHN ADDYMAN 

(DLN Sports Correspondent) 

November 6, 1972 

 Dave Geter scored three touchdowns in the first 

half and rushed for 126 yards as the league-leading 

Conestoga Pioneers toyed with Haverford, 45-20. 

 Pioneers unexpectedly found themselves at the top 

of the confusing Central league heap when Radnor 

downed unbeaten Marple-Newtown, and Springfield 

managed a 0-0 tie against Ridley, the third team 

(including Conestoga) to do that this season.  

 With a 6-1-1 record on the season, and a 5-1-1 in 

league play, Conestoga now has 11 points over all. 

 Conestoga didn’t get untracked from some sloppy 

play until late in the first quarter as Haverford did look 

ready for about eight minutes. After Dave Vegso’s 

recovery of a Ford fumble. Conestoga started a drive 

on its own 38. Geter carried the ball five times for a 

total of 33 yards, and Bernie Driscoll caught two Chuck 

Myers’ passes for 23 more yards as the Pioneers moved 

upfield for the first score of the game with just 26 

seconds left in the quarter.  

  Another fumble and another Conestoga drive 

put Geter across from the one, with the senior half 

back’s longest gain a 21-yarder dragging one safety for 

five yards before he could be brought down.  

Geter Again 
 Haverford was getting stuck fast now, and after a 

Ford punt the Pioneers came roaring back for the third 

score in less than 10 minutes with Geter doing it to 

them again, this time on a 33-yard jaunt that left that 

same hanger on safety from Haverford in the mud at 

the 14. 

 Conestoga scored again on the first drive after the 

Haverford kickoff, and the game turned into a rout. 

This time Kevin Williams got a measure of revenge. 

On the previous play Williams had set up the score with 

a 43-yard slash that was stopped short of the goal by 

little more than a foot. 

 Conestoga kicked off, and Haverford’s quarterback 

Paul Girone obligingly fumbled on the first down, with 

Conestoga picking up the ball on the Fords’ 19 yard 

line. Williams did his thing on the next down, and the 

score was 32-0, with more than nine minutes left in the 

third period.  

 Haverford still couldn’t get untracked, and Myers 

took the ball over from the 11 after he had thrown a 44-

yard aerial to Driscoll and a 17-yarder to Louie Alleva 

to sustain a 72-yard, four-play drive...39-0. 

 Eric Swanson at tackle played an outstanding 

defensive game...both Bernie Driscoll and Louie 

Alleva made three receptions during the afternoon. 

Alleva for 70 yards, Driscoll for 67. 

 Keith Williams ended up with 67 yards in four 

carries, and showed some outstanding speed in the 

process. 
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Pioneers Take 33-13 Win from Darby 

Royals in ‘Battle of Coral Sea’ 

By JOHN ADDYMAN 

(DLN Sports Correspondent) 

November 13, 1972 

 World War II, the Conestoga Pioneers, laying claim 

to the Central League title, shot down a Kamikaze raid 

from the upset-minded Upper Darby Royals 33-13 on 

a dank Saturday morning on the losers’ field.  

 After an initial exchange of punts, the Pioneers 

found themselves with ball on the Royal 31 after 

Darby’s John Kostans shanked a fourth-down kick. 

Conestoga quarterback Chuck Myers tried the ground 

game twice, using brother’s Tony and Dave Geter on 

successive runs, then tossed a pass to back Keith 

Williams. 

 On the Conestoga kickoff, Darby’s Gary Grimaldi, 

who as Howard Cosell would say is “one tough cookie” 

got stood up and blasted by the first Pioneers on the 

scene, and lost the ball to (guess who) Keith Williams, 

on his own 26.  

Disputed TD 
 Myers had a bit more defense up against him this 

time, and had to run it over himself after six plays. 

Myers’ touchdown was disputed because he lunged 

into the end zone on the last step with two defenders on 

his back, and immediately fumbled the ball. But the 
ball went out of the end zone, and Myers was the last 

one with possession. For his extra effort he got the wind 

knocked out of him and it was several minutes before 

Keith Williams could add his second extra kick and 

eighth point of the game, 14-0. 

 Conestoga kicked off again, and this time the 

Royals managed to hold onto the ball until first down.  

 This time quarterback Wayne Edwards drew up 

from center without the ball, and linebacker, defensive 

captain Chris Staley came up with the ball. Six plays 

later Bernie Driscoll did a neat hook-in on cornerback 

Kris Feeney, catching a Myers pass for the Pioneers’ 

third touchdown of the period.  

Royals take to the air 
 With no scoring in the third period, Conestoga 

mounted a late drive and cashed in with just 41 seconds 

gone in the fourth quarter. Bernie Driscoll was the 

receiver, and the play demonstrated the late-game 

desperation of Upper Darby.  

 Keith Williams, who must have been scouted as 

dangerous because of his speed and long yardage gains 

on reverses, was apparently being keyed upon, and 

drew a crowd wherever he went. With a third and ten 

from their own 43, the Pioneers sent Williams rounding 

out of the backfield and into a sweep of the Royal 

secondary, clearing out virtually every defender in 

what amounted to triple coverage.  

 Driscoll, standing at the 35 with enough time to 

write a sonnet on the overcast day, caught a floating 

pass, turned around, and completed a 57-yard pass play 

from Myers for the longest score of the day. 

 Myers was to complete only one other pass in the 

second half but that, too, was a scoring play, this time 

to end Louie Alleva who obligingly bulldozed his way 

through and over three defenders on his way to a 30-
yard TD. 

 On the Pioneer side of the defensive line, Chris 

Staley, John Ames, Euclid Noble and Eric Swanson 

played a fine game,  with Noble claiming the “dirty 

shirt” award for being at the bottom of the most pileups. 

Many many interference calls were called on pass plays 

as both Reggie Williams and Ted Holland were playing 

close...very, very, close...Mike King, a senior safety 

was taken from the field in the last period with a 

possible concussion.  
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Yearbook Photos 

 
#73 Chip Taylor 

 
Keith Williams, #83 Lou Alleva 

 

 

 
#52 Chris Staley, #74 Eric Swanson 
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Myers-to-Alleva Combo Paces Pioneers 

over Warriors in Paolantonio’s Farewell 

By GEORGE HEASLIP 

(Local News Sports Editor) 

November 24, 1972 

 When Conestoga’s  Bill Paolantonio and Chuck 

Myers go to Monday’s Maxwell Club luncheon to be 

honored, they ought to take big Louie Alleva along for 

a free meal.  

 The big Pioneer end more than earned the luncheon 

invitation yesterday as he put on a dazzling exhibition 

of pass receiving that gave Conestoga a dramatic 27-23 

victory over a tough bunch of West Chester Warriors. 

 Playing before a capacity crowd of more than 8,000 

at West Chester State’s Farrell Stadium, the Pioneers 

gave retiring coach Paolantonio a great farewell victory 

as Myers and Alleva hooked up on a tremendous 57-

yard scoring pass to provide the margin of victory. 

 The big TD play, coming with 3:36 remaining in 

the ballgame overshadowed a great West Chester 

comeback which saw Mike Hancock’s Warriors 

overcome a 20-0 deficit to roar into a 23-20 lead with 

about four minutes left in the game.  

Weird Kickoff 
 However, it was the strange kickoff play following 

the Myers-to-Alleva winning TD aerial strike that 

provided the weirdest touch to the game which was 

played in ideal football weather.  

 Keith Williams, who booted three of four PATs as 

well as handling the Pioneer kickoff chores, got well 

under the ball on the unusual kickoff. The ball soared 

high in the air, was caught by the strong wind and 

blown back toward the Conestoga kicker. 

 Three Warriors were around the ball when it finally 

came down on the West Chester 43, but it was the 

Pioneers’ Dave Scanlon who covered it to give his club 

possession with 3:24 to go. Myers was unable to pick 

up a first down, giving it back to the Warriors for one 

last shot at putting out the decision. 

Noble Recovers to Kill Warrior Hopes 

 However, with 1:44 left and West Chester in 

possession at its own 36, QB Jim Vilbert fumbled on 

the first play as Euclid Noble came up with the 

recovery to kill any Warrior hopes. 

 However, when Myers went to the air, it was 

nothing but trouble for Hancock’s club as Alleva 

constantly got great position and burned the Warrior 

secondary.  

 He had put the Pioneers on the scoreboard late in 

the first period when he grabbed an on-the-money-toss 

from Myers to tally from 31 yards out and, of course, 

closed out the scoring with his game winning coast-to-

coaster.  

Interception Sets Up Score 
 The first Conestoga score was set up by an 

interception of a Vilbert pass which put Myers and 

company in business at the West Chester 40-yard line. 

Myers picked up two big first downs when, in third-

and-short yardage situations, the talented Pioneers 

signal-caller came up with fine calls. The first time he 

hit Alleva for a 13-yard pickup and in a third-and-two 

at the 32, sent Geter off tackle for six big yards 

 The Warrior supporters in the big Thanksgiving 

Day crowd groaned again just a minute or so later when 

Ron Till couldn’t handle Vilbert’s errant pitch and the 

Pioneers came up with another recovery, this one at the 

Warriors 25-yard line.   

 Myers moved in for the score on eight plays, diving 

the final yard himself as the score moved to 20-0 as 

Williams blew the point after.  

Rugged Pioneer Wall Nails Warriors 
 However, with 2:34 left before halftime, West 

Chester finally got its highly-touted ground game 

moving.  

 Things bogged down a bit as Eric Swanson, Noble 

and the rest of the rugged Pioneers front wall nailed 

Waltz and Pete Hoover before Vilbert connected with 

Till for a five yard pickup. 

 The big victory was a great ending to a great season 

for Bill Paolantonio and his Pioneers. They wound up 

as Central League champs, posted an 8-1-1 record and 

gave the coach a victory in this, his last time out as the 

grid boss of the Berwyn school.  

 Myers, in addition to his fine passing statistics, was 

also the Pioneers’ leading ground gainer, picking up 53 

yards on 20 carries while Waltz led the Warriors 

rushing attack. 
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1972 Conestoga Pioneers 

 

Row 1: Dave Scanlon, Jerry Bulman, Robert Smith, Byron Williams, Chuck Myers, Euclid Noble, Eric 

Swanson, Staley (Captain), Mark Chrisman, John Ames, Keith Williams, Dave Shultis, Chuck Taylor, Bernie 

Driscoll, Lou Alleva, Mike King, Chris Annas 

 

Row 2: Dave Vegso, Jeff Jackson, Jim Lehr, Jim Carter, Dan Driscoll, William Hahn, Steve Lobb, Dave Geter, 

Dave Wendell, George Hahn, Rich Whiting, Richard Duffy, Hedden Miller, Jim Bucci, Dave Brown 

 

Row 3: Greg Scartozzi, Jim Carter, Greg Marquardt, Robert Bower, Reggie Williams, Ray Weber, John Vogan, 

Len Clewett, Matt Seasholtz, Rick Groves, Ted Holland, Tony Knight, Rob Abele, Harry Pennypacker, Grant 

Walker, Coach Ujobai 

 

Row 4: McIntosh, Robert McMahan, John Schwartz, Jon Leiser, David Weiss, Steve Martellucci, Erwin, Dick 

Moller, Bruce Speck, Ed Carroll, Tom Davin, Jim Nannos, Mike Pillian, Tom Pillian, Coach Paolantonio 

 

Row 5: Jim Rosato, Mark Wilson, Ken Kasznel, …, Kurt Eichler, Tim Zaro, Tom Batgos, Frank Alleva, Brian 

Mahoney, …, Tim Ross, Tom Snader, MacBeth, Robert Chamness, Dave Tilghman, …, Barry Heidler, Coach 

McMahan  

 


