
35-15 Victory 

Over Great Valley 
September 11, 1983 

 

20-0 Victory 

Madison leads Conestoga’s 20-0 Win 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

September 19, 1983 

With a nickname like “Bubba” and a 5 foot 11, 

225-pound physique, you wouldn’t expect Conestoga 

running back Todd Madison to blaze 99 yards like a 

speeding bullet. 

You’d expect a battering ram, 

a bull who leaves defenders 

planted in the turf. But 99 yards? 

With one shot no less?? 

That’s exactly what Madison 

did Saturday night as the host 

Pioneers blanked Pennridge 20-0 

in a non-league football game. 

The powerful fullback turned a 

simple dive play in the first 

quarter into a record-at-any-level 99-yard touchdown 

that broke the Rams backs. 

“It was a dive off the left side,” Madison 

explained, who finished with 148 yards and two TD’s 

in 11 carries. “The way their defense was playing, I 

just bumped it outside and when I got to the 

secondary, I cut to the right.” 

One more thing, when Madison reached his own 

15, his shoe fell off. It turned into a minor 

inconvenience, however, as Madison chugged down 

the right sideline and shrugged off the final would-be 

tackler at the Pennridge 30. 

“When my shoe fell off I started slipping,” 

Madison said, “I wanted to break one so bad.” 

Shoestringer 

“I just thought I'd get as much as I could. If 

someone caught me, I’d straight arm him and throw 

him off.” 

Conestoga head coach Harry Gicking couldn’t 

believe his eyes. “That run was just remarkable,” 

Gicking said after Conestoga improved to 2-0. “I 

guess for a big guy he can move pretty well.” 

Madison wasn’t finished. He went back to his 

bruising style, picking up five yards at a clip and an 

11-yard touchdown with 4:31 left in the game. 

Pennridge tried to gang-tackle Madison but it would 

have taken the whole Pennridge band to bring him 

down on most occasions. 

“Five guys hit him (on the 99-yard run) but he 

broke the tackles. “Pennridge head coach Frank 

Krystyniak said after his squad fell to 1-1. “If you’re 

on their side you say he’s a great. If you’re on our side 

you say we tackle poorly.” 

Madison’s long TD with 3:54 left in the first 

quarter followed a 79-yard Pennridge drive. 

The Pioneer defense recovered three fumbles, 

blocked a punt and intercepted two passes. 

Particularly active was 5 foot 9, 177-pound linebacker 

Peter Novelli, who picked off one pass. 

“We switched Pete from 

defensive end to linebacker this 

year,” Gicking said. “He’s the 

captain, he’s the leader. He 

pursues so well. He can find the 

ball, and he gets to it quickly.” 

One of the biggest defensive 

plays came on a Pennridge fourth-

and-one late in the first half. 

Pascoe attempted his only pass of the game and didn’t 

come close to a completion.  

Conestoga drove for a TD after taking over on the 

Pennridge 49 as Dennis Knight (15 carries, 71 yards) 

scored from the three with 43 seconds left. The 14-0 

halftime lead was plenty of cushion against 

Pennridge’s ball-control offense.  

TODD MADISON, Junior 5-11, 225 

Running Back, Defensive Tackle 

PETER NOVELLI, Senior 5-9, 177 

Running Back, Linebacker 

 



Ridley Pops Pioneer Balloon 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

September 26, 1983 

Pump, pump. Conestoga’s balloon started 

inflating in a 35-15 opening game win over Great 

Valley. The offense clicked, the defense looked sharp 

and it was obvious the Pioneers were a talent-laden 

team. 

Pump, pump. The balloon grew larger as 

Conestoga blasted Pennridge 20-0 in the next game. 

The Pioneers were 2-0, powerhouse Ridley was 

coming to town the following week, and Conestoga 

was ready to dance all over the four-time defending 

Central League champs.  

Pop. The Pioneers’ balloon burst Saturday as 

Ridley rolled 27-8. 

The game was over much more quickly than the 

Pioneers would have liked. To have your hopes 

steamrolled is enough to take the heart out of most 

teams. 

“I don’t know if we were psyched out,” Gicking 

said, “but we seemed a little different today. There’s 

the idea that Ridley wins all of the time.” 

Injury Letdown 

The day started going downhill on the Pioneers’ 

first offensive series when Todd Madison separated 

his left shoulder. The 5-foot-11, 225-pound fullback 

ran for 148 yards, including a 99-yard touchdown 

against Pennridge, but he was relegated to the end of 

the bench against Ridley. 

“He’s been very effective,” Gicking said. “He’s a 

very talented kid. Mentally it was a letdown.” 

Although the tenacious Ridley defense should be 

credited for most of Conestoga’s offensive woes, 

Madison’s absence certainly had an effect. Without 

their burly fullback, the Pioneers rushed for only 87 

yards. 
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7-6 Victory 

Szafranski 78-yard Punt 

Return lifts Conestoga 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 3, 1983 

It was a day for defense. The ground was wet and 

the yards were coming as grudgingly as the sunshine 

on a gray, misty Saturday. 

With Conestoga and Springfield tied 0-0 early in 

the fourth quarter, it looked like the teams could play 

until Thanksgiving without finding 

the end zone. The only way to 

prevent a scoreless tie, it seemed, 

was for one squad to spring a big, 

out-of-character play. 

Conestoga finally sprung that 

play, a Dave Szafranski reverse on 

a punt return that went 78 yards for 

a touchdown. The visiting Pioneers 

held on for a 7-6 Central League 

win as the Cougars failed on a two-

point conversion with 4:24 left. 

The reverse breathed the first 

offensive life into the defensive 

struggle. Pioneer Dale Alleyne 

fielded Bob Defina’s low kick near 

the Conestoga 20 and started 

toward his left. He handed the ball 

to Szafranski, who took off toward the right sideline. 

Path Clear 

The path was practically clear most of the way as 

soon as Szafranski turned the corner. Eric Denny 

threw one crushing block. The other Springfield 

defenders were walled off to the inside. Szafranski 

broke Defina’s tackle on the Springfield 45 and 

cruised into the end zone with 10:23 left.  

“We had tried the play before, but we never got a 

chance to run it,” said Szafranski, who started his first 

varsity game as quarterback. “Every time, it was 

either a short punt or a fair catch. It worked perfectly. 

Dale ran one way and gave me the ball. We had the 

wall set up. I said there’s no way I’m going to get 

caught.” 

Denny’s extra point after the touchdown turned 

out to be crucial - with just six 

minutes left. 

Conestoga played without slat 

fullback Todd Madison who will 

miss four to six weeks with a 

separated shoulder. The Pioneer 

defense held Springfield to 188 

yards only 72 coming on the 

ground. Chris Manion led the way 

with two sacks. 

DAVE SZAFRANSKI, Junior 6-0, 177 

Running Back, Safety 

DALE ALLEYNE, Junior 5-7, 139 

Flanker, Safety 

CHRIS MANION, Senior 6-3, 200 

Offensive Tackle, Defensive Tackle 

 

  



40-0 Victory 

Conestoga makes UD ‘Face the Music’ 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 8, 1983 

The performers wearing the Upper Darby 

uniforms moved at will. Up and down the field, 

precision in every movement, a real pleasure to 

watch. Even the partisan Conestoga fans responded 

with a rousing ovation. 

But halftime finally ended and the Upper Darby 

band had to take to the stands. When the Royal 

musical ensemble wasn’t performing last night, the 

Conestoga football team was orchestrating a rout. 

With an offense that was all crashing cymbals and big 

base drums and a defense that was music to coach 

Harry Gicking’s ears, the Pioneers rolled 40-0. 

“We expected a very tough game,” Gicking 

deadpanned after the Pioneers improved to 2-1 in the 

Central League and 4-1 overall. “It was a combination 

of our kids playing well and their kids not playing as 

well as they would have liked.” 

Mostly, it was the result of an offense that had 

been sleeping the previous two weeks waking up with 

a vengeance. The Pioneer offense had scored only one 

touchdown since fullback Todd Madison separated 

his shoulder against Ridley two weeks ago, and 

Gicking felt it was time to do something about it.  

“We looked at what we did against Springfield 

last week,” said Gicking of a game the Pioneers won 

7-6 on a punt return touchdown. “Springfield was 

tough inside, but maybe we should have tried 

different things. 

“We also had some new people in there, Dave 

Szafranski at quarterback, Pete Novelli (for Madison) 

at fullback. That changed our approach. This week we 

wanted to use our offensive skill people, we wanted 

to score some points.” 

It didn’t take long for the Pioneers to accomplish 

their goal. On the first play from scrimmage, 

Szafranski hit a wide-open Dale Alleyne for a 56-yard 

touchdown pass. 

Before the night was over, the Pioneers would 

total 313 yards, including 263 in the first half while 

most of the starters played. They did it with a 

completely new backfield. Szafranski at quarterback, 

Novelli at fullback and Marvin Chavous who scored 

two TD’s at halfback.  

Szafranski showed a lot of poise for a player 

starting only his second game at 

quarterback. He rushed 8 times for 

50 yards and was 4-for-8 passing 

for 92 yards and two TD’s in about 

one half of play.  

“He’s a very poised athlete,” 

Gicking said. “He’s extra 

confident. He’s very fluid out 

there.” 

Szafranski’s favorite target 

was split end Mark Murphy. 

Szafranski hit Murphy three times 

for 36 yards and one TD, and Jamie 

Kerr found the senior receiver 

twice for 61 yards and one TD. 

Murphy is nearing a school record 

with 46 career catches.  

MARK MURPHY, Senior 6-3, 199 

Split End, safety 

JAMIE KERR, Junior 6-2, 162 

Quarterback 

 

 

  



21-11 Win 

Conestoga snaps Aces’ Winning Streak 
By RUSS DODGE 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 17, 1983 

Dennis Knight and Dave 

Szafranski were two-way stars 

Saturday as the visiting Conestoga 

Pioneers upended Lower Merion 

21-11, handing the Aces their first 

Central League loss to pull even 

with them in the standings. 

Knight’s rushing and 

Szafranski’s passing led the Pioneer 

offense, and both players chipped in defensively with 

key interceptions. In fact, Pioneer coach Harry 

Gicking rested quarterback Szafranski on offense in 

the fourth period to insure that the six-foot, 177-

pound junior would be fresh for defensive chores. 

“They’re a physically tough team,” Gicking said 

following the win, “and I did not want Dave too worn 

down. He’s an excellent defensive player, and we still 

had a capable quarterback in Jamie Kerr. 

Szafranski completed a credible seven of 12 

passes and Kerr was three-for-three.  

 

Lower Merion Scored First. 

The 3-0 score stood after the first period, but 

Knight’s rushing (62 yards) and Szafranski’s passing 

put the Berwyn contingent on top 14-3 at halftime. 

Knight scored first on a 14-

yard run, then Szafranski hit Mark 

Murphy with a quick two-yard 

touchdown pass and Eric Denny 

booted the extra points.  

Knight capped the Pioneer 

offensive efforts, by bulling his 

way over from the Aces’ nine with 

less than 10 seconds left in the third 

quarter. Denny’s extra point gave 

Conestoga a 21-3 lead heading into the fourth quarter.  

Interceptions by Dale Alleyne and Knight late in 

the game thwarted the Lower Merion comeback and 

brought the Pioneers even with the Aces in the Central 

League standings, both are 3-1. 

DENNIS KNIGHT, Junior 6-1, 150 

Running Back, Cornerback 

ERIC DENNY, Senior 6-0, 160 

Offensive Guard, Defensive End 

 

 

 
GUY EBERHART 

Senior 6-2, 200 

Offensive Tackle 

Defensive Tackle 

 
STEVE SHUTE 

Senior 6-0, 194 

Offensive Tackle 

Defensive Tackle 

 
JAY GIBSON 

Senior 6-2, 170 

Tight End 

Corner Back 

 
TERRANCE 

BROWN 

Senior 6-1, 165 

Split End 

Defensive End 

 
JOE STASZAK 

Senior 6-1, 146 

Split End 

Defensive Bacl 

 

  



Conestoga Edged by Strath Haven  
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 22, 1983 

If it was early in the year, Conestoga might have 

had an easy time with Strath Haven. Strath Haven was 

a new team in a new league. While most squads were 

trying to learn plays, the Panther’s were trying to 

learn the way to the locker room. 

Pioneers Favored 

Strath Haven came in 2-2 in the league and 2-4 

overall. With Conestoga entering the contest 5-1 

overall, 3-1 in circuit and fresh off a 21-11 thrashing 

of tough Lower Merion, few gave the Panthers a 

chance.  

The stats show the Pioneers with one first down 

and 33 total yards in the second half. They also show 

Strath Haven with 183 yards rushing. 

NOTES: Szafranski and Mark Murphy teamed on 

an 11-yard TD pass 2:35 into the first quarter as the 

Pioneers took a 7-0 lead. Szafranski hit Dale Alleyne 

(four catches, 91 yards) with a 49-yard TD pass in the 

second quarter to break a 7-7 deadlock. Todd 

Madison carried twice for three yards in his first 

action since separating his shoulder in the league 

opener against Ridley. 

 

 
JOHN DERHAM 

Senior 6-2, 159 

Tight End 

Defensive End 

 
CARLTON SMITH 

Junior 5-11, 162 

Running Back 

Safety 

 
BOB HOPPER 

Junior 5-9, 145 

Flanker 

Cornerback 

 
BILL EDGAR 

Junior 6-0, 155 

Split End 
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TRENT MILLER 

Junior 6-2, 190 

Offensive Tackle 

Middle Guard 

 

 

 
ERIC KROHN 

Junior 6-3, 230 

Tight End 
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JAY HUGHES 

Junior 5-10, 163 

Offensive Guard 

Linebacker 

 
KEITH HOFFMAN 

Junior 6-1, 190 

Offensive Tackle 
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ANDY EICHORST 

Junior 6-1, 181 
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GENE METZGER 

Junior 5-10, 155 

Flanker 

Cornerback 

 

  



Gicking Upset after Conestoga Buried 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

October 29, 1983 

He has been called it so many times, you’d think, 

“Mild-mannered” was Harry Gicking’s first name. 

The Conestoga head football coach is always under 

control and never utters a word you can’t find in a 

family newspaper. Your basic nice guy. 

But Conestoga’s performance in a 20-7 loss to 

Penncrest last night was so poor that even Gicking 

surpassed the boiling point. Four interceptions, three 

lost fumbles and a blocked punt returned for a 

touchdown led to a post-game oratory that though still 

fit for a family paper, peeled paint from the locker 

room walls.  

“I thought it was time I made the kids know the 

way I felt,” said Gicking, trying to gain control of his 

emotions after the Central League game. “I wanted to 

let them know where we have to go from here. 

Whatever we did tonight is over with. We just have to 

keep going.” 

The main themes of Gicking’s lecture were 

“setting priorities” and getting “fighting mad” for 

next Friday night’s game at home against Radnor. 

After last night’s performance the Pioneers have 

plenty to be mad about.  

Conestoga’s Dennis Knight scored on a seven-

yard run with 7:39 left in the second quarter.  

The Pioneers had reason to feel good at that point. 

Despite a sloppy first half, they only trailed by three, 

and Penncrest’s best player, Lockwood, was out with 

a slight concussion suffered trying to tackle fullback 

Todd Madison.  

But those good feelings evaporated with 1:10 left 

in the third quarter as Conestoga punter, Mark 

Murphy had trouble with a bad snap and had his punt 

blocked. Ken Fuller picked up the loose ball and 

rolled into the end zone to give the Lions a 17-7 lead.  

“It’s not as if they beat us,” Gicking said. “We 

beat ourselves. We made errors at critical points. 

They were turned into points. You just can’t play like 

that.” 

 

 
JOHN BATGOS 

Junior 5-10, 165 

Tight End 

Defensive End 

 
JEFF WILLMOT 

Junior 5-9, 158 

Offensive Guard 

Defensive Tackle 

 
STEVE DOWNEY 

Sophomore 6-1, 150 

Running Back 
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TOM PICKETT 

Sophomore 5-9, 115 

Flanker 
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SAM MORGAN 

Sophomore 5-9, 145 

Quarterback 

Safety 

 

 
JOHN KING 

Sophomore 6-2, 155 

Quarterback 

 
KEN MICHAUD 
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Quarterback 

Defensive Back 
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Sophomore 5-11, 181 

Running Back 

Linebacker 

 
JOHN RODDY 

Sophomore 5-9, 133 

Offensive Guard 

Linebacker 

 
BILL KEARNEY 

Sophomore 5-9, 142 

Running Back 

Safety 



34-8 Win 

Inspired Pioneers roll over Radnor 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

November 5, 1983 

Vince Lombardi was known for his fiery pre-and-

post game oratories. Ex-Phillies manager Dallas 

Green berated his team into winning the only World 

Series in the club’s history. And who can forget Knute 

Rockne’s exhortation to win one for Ronald Reagan.  

But when it comes to post-game speeches on the 

high school level, Conestoga football coach Harry 

Gicking doesn’t have to take a back seat to anyone.  

After a frustrating 20-7 loss to Penncrest last 

week, Gicking raised the decibel level in the Pioneer 

locker room to something approaching a sonic boom. 

The message obviously came through loud and clear 

because the inspired Pioneers crushed a normally 

tough Radnor squad 34-8 last night at Conestoga. 

“You can never gauge what kind of effect a talk 

like that will have,” Gicking said after the Pioneers 

raised their Central League record to 4-3 and overall 

mark to 6-3. “It comes down to the kids and what they 

want to do. The kids really came to play tonight.” 

Gicking’s speech got the Pioneers going in the right 

direction after they dropped two straight league 

games. He talked (loudly) about setting priorities and 

then followed it up with a tough, tough week on the 

practice field.  

The Pioneers would give 100 percent against 

arch-rival Radnor was apparent from the opening 

whistle. Conestoga controlled the entire first quarter, 

driving from its 36 to the Radnor 14 on the opening 

series and from the Conestoga 46 to the Red Raider 

seven on another.  

The bottom line, however, was that the game 

remained scoreless as Conestoga kicker Eric Denny 

missed a pair of field goals. 

But the Pioneers remedied the situation quickly in 

the second period. Dave Szafranski (8-for-15, 102 

yards) hit split end Mark Murphy for a 21-yard 

touchdown at the right corner of the end zone to give 

Conestoga a 6-0 lead.  Murphy now holds the Pioneer 

record for career TD catches (11), receptions (56) and 

yardage (over 700). 

It took four more plays for the Pioneers to up the 

lead to 12-0 as Szafranski and Dale Alleyne teamed 

on a reverse on a Tim Connor punt.  Szafranski 

fielded the punt, headed to his right and handed to 

Alleyne at the Conestoga 30. Alleyne found open 

spaces down the left sideline. He juked around a Red 

Raider defender at the Radnor 25 and picked up a 

crushing block from Dennis Knight before steaming 

into the end zone. Murphy caught Jamie Kerr’s two-

point conversion pass and the Pioneers were rolling.  

Todd Madison’s 11-yard touchdown run made it 

21-0 at the half. Knight and Szafranski added short 

TD bursts in the third quarter before Connor scored 

from five yards out with 2:16 left in the game to avert 

a shutout.  

“Defensively, we tried to stop their inside running 

game,” Gicking said, “we pinched everyone. The 

guys on defense--Mike Sweeney, Dave Outhous, 

Tom Alleva, Chris Mannion, Jamie Nudy, Craig 

Young, Peter Novelli--they all played a great game.” 
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Senior 6-0, 156 

Tight End 
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7-7 Final 

Up-and-down Pioneers tied by Fords 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

November 12, 1983 

If Conestoga keeps playing this way, head coach 

Harry Gicking will end up with a severe case of the 

bends. Down one week, up the next--is this a football 

season or a roller coaster ride at Dorney Park? 

Two weeks ago, the Pioneers plumbed the depths 

in a 20-7 loss to Penncrest. Last week they reached 

new heights in a 34-8 rout of Radnor. But, showing 

that a football team that goes up must come down, the 

Pioneers plummeted back to earth in a 7-7 tie to 

Haverford last night. 

“I kind of feared this would happen after the big 

game we had last week. We didn’t play anywhere 

near like we played against Radnor.” 

“They played us really tough,” Gicking said. 

“They were beating us off the ball--that was the key. 

They played solid football and their defensive line 

was tough, no questions about it.” 

Conestoga moved into Haverford territory late in 

the first quarter and again early in the second period, 

but came up empty. The third time proved the charm 

as the Pioneers marched 39 yards in five plays to tie 

the score 7-7 with 5:02 left in the first half. 

Szafranski’s 16-yard scramble gave Conestoga a first 

down at the three and Dennis Knight took it over from 

the one, two plays later.  
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Running Back 

Safety 

 
TOM KEY 

Sophomore 5-11, 138 
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Sophomore 5-8, 146 

Center 

Linebacker 

 

  



Marple Too Much for Conestoga 
By CHRIS MORKIDES 

(Local News Correspondent) 

November 25, 1983 

The Tigers came out smoking.  On the first play 

from scrimmage Tony Lerro hit Coyne for 39 yards 

on a pass that may have bounced before Coyne 

latched onto it.  

“It’s surprising that five guys didn’t see it that 

way,” Gicking said. “They are fine officials though, 

and I don’t want to make excuses.” 

Coyne scampered 25 yards for a touchdown two 

plays later and caught a two-point conversion pass 

from Jon Peterson off a fake kick to make it 8-0 with 

1:08 gone.  

Pioneers Draw Close 

Conestoga (6-4-1, 4-4-1) climbed back into the 

game early in the second quarter after Coyne’s second 

fumble of the season (he finished with two fumbles in 

313 carries). Quarterback Dave Szafranski 

bootlegged 11-yards in the end zone on the next play 

to draw the Pioneers to within two at 8-6. 
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Tight End 
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The 1983 Conestoga Pioneers had a 6-4-1 season with victories against Great Valley, Pennridge, Springfield, 

Upper Darby, Lower Merion and Radnor.  Harry Gicking coached the team. Co-captains were Pete Novelli 

and Ted Simpson.  Other leaders were Dave Szafranski, Dale Alleyne, Chris Manion, Todd Madison, Eric 

Denny, Dennis Knight, Mark Murphy and Jamie Kerr. 

 


